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PROBLEMS OF SOCIALIZATION OF DISPLACED CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES

Abstract.

The REACH project at Kh. Dosmukhamedov Atyrau University is a unique experience that has created a model
of educational space and programs for displaced children with disabilities. The children’s parents, school teachers,
school psychologists, and volunteers took part in the project and provided methodological support.

The purpose of the article is to identify the problems of socialization of refugee children with special
educational needs on the basis of the research conducted in the framework of the research project.

In the framework of an international partnership project for 2021-2024, scientists from Simon Fraser University
(Canada), Yarmouk University (Jordan), and Canakkale University (Turkey) carried out significant work with
displaced children from the war zone for their successful socialization, education, and provision of necessary
educational resources. Project participants from Atyrau University (RK) conducted a series of research activities with
special children from several refugee families who returned from Syria.

On the base of Kids University (Kh. Dosmukhamedov Atyrau University) student volunteers demonstrated the
effectiveness of introducing elements of fine art into the learning process for displaced children with disabilities. In
addition, the use of musical and dramatic elements enhances interest in learning and motivates the expression of
immediate emotions, contributing to the overall therapy of students.

This article emphasizes the importance of advisory and methodological support for refugee children, and the
results of the scientific research will become valuable material for scientists in this field.

Key words: inclusive education, displaced children with disabilities (DCD), communication skills,
socialization problem, art-based methods.

Introduction.

Current social problems in society today: family, environmental, and economic crises lead
to an increase in the number of children of different ages with disorders of the nervous system and
mental disorders. No matter what period of the country’s life we look at it is known that the fate
of children is one of the most relevant problems.

It is possible to bring the work of teaching and upbringing of the young generation, the
modern standards as a result of individual differential work with students. One of the ways to solve
this problem is to combine traditional teaching methods with integrative and differential methods.

To conduct correct diagnosis in identifying underachieving students, to place them in special
classes and groups that create conditions for successful and effective education and adaptation to
the social environment in the future, which is a very social and pedagogical issue today [1].

Inclusive education defines the equal rights of students and allows them to participate in
team activities. Also, inclusive education allows one to develop the ability to communicate with
people.

Pedagogical activities aimed at eliminating language barriers to the complex socio-
psychological and pedagogical support for children of refugee families, social-psychological
counseling related to adaptation to a new environment, placement in temporary social shelters,
rehabilitation centers personal problems of the emigrant and the difficulties of interaction in the
social environment related psychological counseling, hotlines [2].

So, the REACH project at Atyrau Kid’s University is a unique experience that has created a
model for creating a learning space and program for displaced children with disabilities. It is
supported by Atyrau University and supported by management and regional authorities.
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Problems of socialization of displaced children with disabilities

The project is based on a methodology, that includes children, their parents, teachers,
volunteers, consultants, non-profit experts, and university managers.

In 2020, the Atyrau University volunteer group started immediately working with displaced
children after arriving in the Atyrau region from Syria. This happened during a global pandemic
that complicated their migration process [3].

Displaced children with disabilities (DCDs) are children, who have been forced to leave their
homes due to war, famine, natural disasters, or other emergencies and who have physical, mental,
emotional, or cognitive disabilities.

These children face to additional challenges in accessing health care, education, and other
resources to help them grow.

This presentation aims to describe the unique educational experiences of children returning
home after living in a war-torn country and share the model, which has been implemented at Kid’s
University.

A single case study can provide insight into the needs of displaced children with disabilities
and strategies to decide these needs. We hope that this model can be useful in similar contexts.

The project had several goals:

1. To assist and support displaced children with disabilities in their transition and coping
with displacement trauma.

2. To create a safe environment for them to socialize and interact well with their peers and
other stakeholders.

3. To identify specific needs related to their education and explore strategies for approaching,
supporting, and teaching such children in the school setting.

4. To contribute to the current teacher training programs and professional development
programs at Atyrau University.

In 2019, the Government of Kazakhstan began to return its citizens from the war zone in
Syria through the special humanitarian operation “Jusan”. During that period, 600 people arrived
in the country, including 413 children, 34 of them orphans.

The number of children returned to the country in Atyrau region is 7 families, including 25
children. However, since there have never been mass returners of children from war zones abroad
in the country, the children will need to learn Kazakh or Russian languages, which they have
forgotten before rehabilitation.

The goal was to reintegrate them into Kazakhstan’s society, which is to socialize them, so
the children go to ordinary schools and kindergartens and do not feel outside of society, to adapt
to society as soon as possible, but not to hinder and exclude them.

For this purpose, in the summer months of 2019, Atyrau University volunteers [students]
and teachers started providing assistance and support to those children and their parents to
strengthen their skills of speaking, reading, and writing in the Kazakh, English language. During
additional courses, it was determined that children need psychological help in adapting to society.
It was very difficult for the children to communicate. In this regard, the REACH project was timely
to investigate the problems of displaced children [4].

In 2021, the Atyrau University team launched a sabbatical program at KID’s University,
within the framework of the REACH project, to explore the experiences of these displaced children
with disabilities (DCDs) and to provide for their educational and socialization needs.

The group consisted of 9 displaced children with disabilities (DCD), including three of them
are 8 years old, three old them are 6 years old, two who are 10 years old, and one is 11 years old.
These children came from single-parent families, their fathers were in prison, and some of them
were deceased or impacted. Most of them rent an apartment, and one family lives with their
grandparents.

Since 2017, the administration, teaching staff, and volunteers of Atyrau University have been
supported by Kid’s University, which is dedicated to organizing informal educational activities for
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children aged from 4 and 15 years. It runs during school breaks and children’s out-of-school

holidays and includes hands-on science experiments, language learning, arts and crafts projects,
math and chess, world history, Kazakh culture, music, dance, and more group activities.

Programs are taught in Kazakh, Russian, and partly in English. This valuable program,
initiated by the idea of Dr. Aigerim Shilibekova, the former first vice-rector of Atyrau University
at that time, aims to help children develop a growth mindset, discover new interests, build life
skills, and gain confidence in and out of the classroom. Kids University provides scholarships to
children from vulnerable communities in the region.

Research question - what are the experiences of DCDs, their families, and teachers accessing
and engaging with education? Research process: needs assessment, identification of specific
needs, literature review, data collection, analysis, synthesis, and obtained results. Stakeholders:
disabled children, parents, teachers, volunteers, managers, school counselors, and the Department
of Education of the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 15 undergraduate
students in defectology and 10 graduate students in pedagogy and psychology.

Limitations of the study: limited resources in the Kazakh language, and difficulties in
identifying emotional and/or cognitive deviations.

Ethics: The research does not focus on individual traumas or life experiences in Syria, but
rather on the experience of displaced children with disabilities in a new environment. All parents
and participants provided informed consent and had the right to withdraw from the study at any
time.

Materials and methods of research.

We conducted a series of interviews with each child at the beginning and end of the school
year from September 2021 to June 2023.

One of the methods used in the research was a survey. In addition to the activities conducted
at the university, we also visited and interviewed displaced children with disabilities at their
homes.

To determine the specific needs of the children from the point of view of their parents,
interviews were conducted with teachers and a psychologist in their schools.

Observation is the main method of child research, because “children describe their
experiences as well as what they say”, which we also had a chance to discover through interviews,
through which we assessed their needs and monitored their development [5].

The methodological contribution of the REACH project was the application of a
collaborative case study using arts-based phenomenological methods to validate the experiences
of adaptation of displaced children with disabilities (DCD) after returning to Kazakhstan.

This approach allows for the creation of a safe and positive environment for displaced
children with disabilities (DCD) based on the discussion of language and speech issues and is
“recommended as a suitable form for children’s development of self-expression”. Arts-based
research requires interdisciplinary communication, so for this project, we have drawn on the fields
of pedagogy, psychology, communication, cultural studies, and sociology.

Six art sessions and six individual and group discussions with displaced children with
disabilities were held.

Three types of data sources were used for this study:

- Surveys, other textual and visual data, photos, videos, etc.

- Individual and group interviews with parents, school psychologists, educators, and
volunteers.

- Art-based research data such as children’s visual works and their individual and group
discussions.

Reliability and authenticity:

- Topics and questionnaires were cross-checked
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- The accuracy of conducted individual and group interviews was confirmed

- Data from three sources allowed for interdisciplinary integration [6].

Practical experiences

Before the beginning of the project, all ethical rules were taken into account, and informed
consent forms were signed by the parents of displaced children with disabilities (DCD).

The research team developed methodological approaches to collect research data creatively.
These activities were age-appropriate and took into account the emotional states of the participants.

Graduate students of the Psychology and Pedagogy Department were involved in keeping
the control logs for each child’s profile, monitoring changes in their socialization and
communication behavior.

Children were invited to Kids University twice per semester. DCDs are involved in various
creative activities, such as drawing, talking, and playing games with other children. These works
were followed by individual and group discussions.

The researchers visited the children’s homes. Some interviews were recorded only after
obtaining the consent of the subjects. The research work was conducted in the Kazakh language
and the obtained results were registered in the control logs. Data on children’s interaction with
artistic materials and interviews with mothers were collected and taped. The researchers focused
on documenting how they responded to the activities, their level of interest, and how they used the
presented materials.

We understood that these children needed more than knowledge and they needed emotional
healing, socialization, and a sense of belonging. In this project, we wanted to identify their specific
needs, listen to their voices, and create a safe space where they could develop the necessary skills
to navigate the new environment [7].

Research considers how children interact with each other and how they behave in social
settings. Also, the researchers noted the children’s facial expressions, body language, and other
non-verbal cues to understand their emotional states. In addition, the researchers observed how the
children discussed the artwork with each other and with the volunteers.

Results and its discussion.

Observations, logs, visual data, and interviews are compiled and grouped based on a
chronological timeline. All of them are written in the Kazakh language and are stored in the
Psychology and Pedagogy Department of Atyrau University. Currently, only 50 percent of it has
been processed.

The observations provided valuable insight into the attitudes, behaviors, and experiences of
displaced children with disabilities (DCDs). Creative works have helped displaced and traumatized
children to express, connect, and support themselves. For example, participants reported increased
confidence, self-esteem, social connectedness, and emotional regulation [8].

Some articles were published on the inclusive aspects of teacher education and training,
focusing on the formation and development of communication skills of children with disabilities.

To attract the results of the scientific project, a page was opened in the Kazakh, Russian, and
English languages on the main website of Atyrau University.

One of the positive results of our project is the development of a 12-year-old boy named
Muslim.

One of the special children who migrated after arriving in Atyrau, the then 9-year-old
Muslim was placed in the special needs class of the secondary school in Atyrau. Initially, he was
diagnosed with speech impairment and anxiety (based on an interview with his mother) and mental
function (based on official diagnosis).

At Kids University, Muslim was reserved and suspicious during his first meeting with
volunteers and teachers. However, after several art-based events and discussions, he showed more
openness and a positive attitude. He and his younger brother continued to attend sessions at Kids
University.
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Three years later Muslim was transferred to a regular class at his age. According to his
mother and researchers, the different environment and safe and positive learning atmosphere at
Kids University helped him overcome his anxiety and improve his communication skills. For
example, children’s drawings are based on art.

The Experience of displaced children with disabilities (DCD). These are the following
concepts:

1. Displaced children with disabilities experience strong emotions due to their frequent
relocations, including sadness, resentment, anger, loss, and adjustment to a new environment. We
saw the importance of creating a safe environment for them to socialize and express themselves,
separate from their formal school and home environments.

2. Arts-based activities provide a safe space for specially displaced children with disabilities
to express their emotions, explore their identity, and build relationships with others. Displaced
children with disabilities (DCD) feel better when they are part of an inclusive educational
environment rather than different from other children.

3. The most challenging aspect of working with displaced children with disabilities was
working with their parents, who struggle with conflicting values, environmental prejudice (e.g.,
wearing the hijab), limited support for their children, and mistrust of government officials.
Involving the mothers of these children was a crucial factor in the research process of this project.

Conclusion.

Through observation, interviews, and arts-based methods, the project has captured the lived
experiences of these children. This interdisciplinary approach has allowed us to provide tailored
support and address the unique needs of each child.

Our research underscores the importance of learning assistance in facilitating the successful
reintegration of displaced children. We must prioritize the provision of comprehensive educational
programs and support services to address their specific needs [9].

Our findings illuminated a path forward, that would impact not only the experiences of these
displaced children but also the landscape of inclusive education and scholarship in Kazakhstan by
adding the art-based method to the toolbox of researchers in inclusive and special education [10].

So far, we recognize that our journey has only just begun. The Kids University program and
the REACH project have laid the foundation for a better future, but there is still much to be done.
Collaboration, implementation of recommendations, and continued support are essential as we
strive to create inclusive educational environments that empower and uplift these children.

Research Design: Next Steps [11]

- Continue to analyze and synthesize research findings and conclusions.

- Categorize and upload all research data and materials online.

- We opened a page on the main website of Atyrau University to distribute the results of the
research project in Kazakh.

- Building on the experience of Kids University, we aim to develop a model for DCD that
offers a holistic approach to the physical, psychological, and educational components of learning
spaces.

- Organize a local workshop to share with our colleagues in other regions of Kazakhstan.

We also realized the significance of teacher training programs and professional development
initiatives that embraced inclusivity, compassion, and a deep understanding of the unique needs of
displaced children with disabilities.

The modern task of inclusive education involves ensuring equal access to education for all
levels of the population, taking into account intellectual development, psychophysiological, and
individual characteristics.
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EPEKIIE BIJIIM BEPY KAKETTIJIIKTEPI BAP KOHBIC AYJIAPFAH
BAJIAJIAPBI QJIEYMETTEHAIPY MOCEJIEJIEPI

Anparna.

X.JlocmyxamenoB artbiHparbl Atbipay yHuBepcureTingeri REACH kobacel — epekme OutiMm  Oepy
KQKETTITKTepi 0ap KOHBIC ayJapraH Oananapra apHajfaH OKY KEHICTITiH jkoHe OaFiapiiaMachblH KYpy YJITiciH
KaJBINTACTRIpFaH Oiperedt Toxipmbe. JKobOara OamamapiplH aTa-aHaJapbl, MEKTEN MyFaliMIepi, MeEKTel
TICHXOJIOTTAPBI, ePIKTiNIep KaThICHII, 9iCTEMEIIIK KOJIIay sKacapbl.

MaxkanaHbIH MakcaThl - FBUIBIMH >k00a asChIHIA JKYPTi3UIreH 3epTTey HeTi3iHIme epekme Oimim Oepy
KaXeTTUTIKTepi Oap OOCKBIH Oananmappl 9IeyMETTEHIIPY MpobIeMaTaphlH aHBIKTAY.

2021-2024 xputnapra apHAIFaH XaJIBIKAPAIBIK CEPIKTECTIK asChIHAA XKacairaH >ko0a kyMbIchiHa KaHanaHbIH
Simon Fraser ynuBepcureri, Mopaanusubiy Yarmouk yHuBepcureTi, TypKusHbIH YaHakkaje YHHUBEPCHUTETIHIH
FaJIBIMJIAPBI COFBIC OOJIFAH EJEPJCH KOHBIC ayaapraH Oamanapiabl KoFamra Oeilimiey, OuUTiM Oepy KoHE OJiap.Ibl
Ka)XXETTi pecypcTapMeH KaMTaMachl3 €Ty MaKCaThIH/Ia ayKbIM/IbI JKYMBICTAp aTKapAbl. ATbIpay YHUBEPCHTETiHIH k002
myurenepi CupHs eniH/eri COFbICTaH KaiiTa opaiiraH OipHelIe KaHysIaFbl epeKiie OanaiapMeH 3epTTeysiep Kyprizi.

Artpipay yHuBepcuretinae kypouiran Kids University ascbiHia epikTi CTyJCHTTEp OHepre Heri3/ielireH 3epTrey
HOTHOKEJIEPIHIH KOJIaHBUTYBI epeKile KaXeTTLniri 6ap Oamamap/pl Koijay MakcaThlHAA THIMJI €KEHIH KOpPCETTi.
Onep, My3blKa JKOHE JpamMa JJIEMEHTTEepiH MalJanaHyJa SMOIMOHAIIBI KepiHiCKe OarbITTalFaH TepanusuIbIK
MaKcaTTap bl KAMTaMachl3 €T€ OTHIPHII, Oaaanap bl KbI3BIKTHIPBII XKOHE OJIapAbl OKYFa BIHTAJIAHIBIP/IBI.

Byn Makanmana KOHBIC aylapraH epekie OananapMeH JKYMBIC aTKapaThlH JKOHE OCHI callaja 3epTTeyMeH
affHaJBICATBIH FaJIbIMZIApFa KYHABI ToXipuOe, OanamapiplH epekile K KETTUNKTEPiH KaHaFaTTaHIbIPAThIH
9/liCTEMEITiK KOJJIayAbIH MaHbI3IbUIBIFBIH KOPCETE.

Herisri ce3nep: nHkI03uBTI OU1iM Oepy, KOHbIC ayaapraH epekiue 6ananap (DCD), KOMMyHHUKaTHBTI JJaFabl,
QJIEYMETTEHIIPY MAceeci, OHepre HEeTI3eNTeH JIiCTe.

X Hocmyxamedos amuvinoasel Amvipay ynueepcumeminiyy Xadapuibicoi No2 (73) 2024 104
Becmuux Amuipayckozeo ynusepcumema umenu X.Jlocmyxameoosa
Bulletin of Kh.Dosmukhamedov Atyrau University



Ieoacozuxa scane ncuxonozus ~ Iledazoeuxa u ncuxonoeusn ~ Pedagogy and psychology A.A. Sultangubiyeva
L.E. Koishigulova
A.U. Mukhanbetzhanova

MPOBJEMBI COLIUAJIMN3AIIMNA JETEU-BEXXEHIIEB C OCOBBIMHU
OBPA3OBATEJIBHBIMU IOTPEBHOCTAMMU

AHHOTANMSA.

IIpoext REACH B AtblpayckoM yHuBepcuTeTe UMeHH X.JlocMyxaMenoBa sIBJISETCS. YHUKAIbHBIM OIBITOM,
CO3/IaBIIMK MOJIENTb YyU4eOHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA M MPOTPaMMEBI IS JIeTeil-OeKeHIIeB ¢ 0COOBIMU 00pa30BaTEIHHBIMH
MNOTPEOHOCTSIMU. B IpOeKTe NpHHANM y4acTHe POJWTENN [ETEH, MIKOJIBHBIE YYUTENs, IIKOJIbHBIE ICHXOJOTH,
BOJIOHTEPBI, KOTOPBIE OKA3aJIH METOIMUECKYIO MOJIEPXKKY.

Henp cTateu — BBIABICHHE INPOOJIEM COIMATIHM3AINN JEeTeH-OCKEHIIEB C OCOOBIMH 00pa30BaTEIFHBIMU
MOTPEOHOCTSIMU HAa OCHOBE IIPOBEICHHOTO NCCIIEIOBAHNS B PAMKaX HAYYHOTO IIPOEKTA.

B pamkax MexIyHapoZHOTO MapTHEpCKoro mpoekTa Ha 2021-2024 romsr yueHpIMH yHUBepcutera CaitMoH
Opeiizep (Kanana), ynusepcutera Spmyk (Mopnanusi) u yHumBepcurera Yanakkane (Typuust) Obuta mpoBesneHa
3Ha4MTEJbHAs paboTa C JETbMH-O0EXKEHIAMU M3 30HBl BOCHHBIX JEHCTBHH Ui MX YCIEHIHOW COIMaIM3allH,
0o0y4eHHs M NpelOCTaBICHNUsT HEOOXOJUMBIX 00pa30BaTENbHBIX PECYpPCOB. YUYAaCTHHKH NPOEKTa M3 ATHIPayCKOTO
yauBepcurera (PK) nposenu psii HayuHO-HCCIIE10BATENTLCKUX MEPOIIPUSTHN C OCOOCHHBIMHU JIETHMH U3 HECKOJIBKHX
ceMeii-0exeHIeB, BepHyBIInxcst u3 Cupu.

Ha 6ase Kids University «Ateipayckuii yuuBepcuteT uM. X.JlocMyXamemoBa CTYACHTBI-BOIOHTEPHI
MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBANN 3((HEKTUBHOCTD BBEICHMS 3JIEMEHTOB M300pa3HTEIBHOTO MCKYCCTBa B IpoIiecc 00ydIeHUs
Jereil ¢ ocoObiMu moTpeOHOCTSIMH. Kpome TOro, MCHONB30BaHME MY3BIKAJIbHBIX W JPaMaTHYECKHX 3JIEMEHTOB
YCHIIMBAET HHTEPEC K ydeOe 1 MOTHBUPYET BBIPAXKEHHIO HETIOCPEICTBEHHBIX MOLHH, CIOcOOCTBYsI 00IIei Tepannu
00yJaeMbIX.

B nanHO# cTaThe MOTYEPKUBACTCS BAXKHOCTHh KOHCYJIHTaTHBHO-METOINYECKOHN MOANCPKKN AeTeH-0eKEHIIEB,
a pe3yJbTaThl HAYYHOT'O MCCIIEIOBAHUS CTAaHYT LIEHHBIM MaTepHasoM JUIS yUeHBIX B 3TOH obiacTu.

KaroueBble cjioBa: MHKIIO3MBHOE 0Opa3oBaHHE, JETH-OCKEHIBI C OCOOBIMH 00pa30BaTEIbHBIMU
notpednocTssmu (DCD), KOMMyHUKAaTHBHBIC HABBIKH, POOJIEMa COIHATH3AIIIN, METOIbI Ha OCHOBE HCKYCCTBA.
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